Beneficial Use Impairments Rational for Removing from the Impaired List

Name:
(BUI #5)
Restrictions on Dredging

Reason for listed:
Contaminated sediments

Comments:
Data lacking for many parts of AOC

LJC Criteria:
An impairment will be listed when contaminants in sediments exceed standards, criteria, or guidelines such
that there are restrictions on dredging or disposal activities.

SLR RAP Rational for Listing:

Restrictions on dredging is a use that can be clearly identified as impaired in the St. Louis River AOC.
Sediments in many parts of the AOC exceed guidelines developed by regulatory agencies to characterize
in-place sediments and contain a variety of toxic, bio-accumulative contaminants that have been shown to
cause adverse effects to aquatic and terrestrial organisms. Serious economic and social consequences are
also imposed upon some resource users through special dredging requirements and obligations for long-
term sediment containment.

Proposed Restoration Goal: INTERIM)
To restore natural resource habitats and public beneficial uses of the contaminated sediment affected areas
in the St. Louis River AOC. To obtain this goal, contaminated sediments in the river and estuary must be
remediated.
= To restore the beneficial uses to PAH-contaminated sediment areas within the St. Louis River Area
of Concern.
= To remediate contaminated sediments as soon as possible and institute source controls where
needed as soon as possible (Lower SLR Habitat Plan, 2002).
= [t is likely that a combination of strategies may be needed at each contaminated sediment site.
= Management decision-makers for contaminated sediments need to consider technical, social, and
economic factors in selecting remedial alternatives.

Proposed Restoration Milestones: (INTERIM)

- Goals for cleanup and rehabilitation are developed and have community support.

- Funding obtained for the remediation of contaminated sites in the AOC.

- Half of PAH-impacted acreage is remediated by 2015 (baseline: sites listed in Table 1)

- Increase by one-fifth, the acreage of sheltered bays, one of the most valuable habitat types in the St. Louis
River estuary

- Appropriate source controls are developed for each contaminated sediment area.

- Stormwater controls and BMPs are in place to avoid loading of PAHs and other pollutants.

Rationale for Removing from the List:
No rationale for removing from the list at this time.



